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Residential Placement Advisory Committee
													
RPAC was created to develop a placement procedure that focuses on individual needs and involve children and parents/guardians in a regular review process.  RPAC is part of the children’s safeguard system and as such can play an important role in ‘speaking’ about  issues that children sometimes face while living in a treatment and/or care program.

Placement reviews are a child’s right and their voice is at the centre of the process.  RPAC also involves parents, guardians and service providers in the review process and formulates recommendations.  Primarily RPAC determines if the program including location and length of stay is considered to be beneficial to the child and family based on identified needs, goals and circumstances.  Children and Youth have the option of contacting the Child & Family Review Board (CFSRB) if they disagree with the RPAC’s recommendations.  

RPAC operates across the Province in all regions as mandated by the CYFSA, Sections 62 to 66.  Lumenus coordinates and conducts reviews for children from Toronto region regardless of where in the province the child is placed.  Upon each admission it is every provider’s responsibility to advise the child and family that it is their right to participate in the RPAC process when they live in a group home or foster care. RPAC@lumenus.ca 416-482-0081 ext. 7233.  * Maternity Homes and also placements made under the Youth Criminal Justice Act do not meet the CYFSA definition for RPAC under Section 62.

Matters RPAC considers the following and produces recommendations based on the information gathered during the review:  

· Did presenting needs exceed what community based less intensive services and supports could address
· The child’s views and wishes, given due weight in accordance with age and maturity
· location, environment, privacy
· Unique Identity is recognized, respected 
· In the case of First Nations, Inuk or Mètis child-also considers the importance, in recognition of the uniqueness of First Nations, Inuit and Mètis cultures, heritages & traditions, of preserving the child’s cultural identity and connection to community
· Meals and snacks are adequate including special dietary accommodations
· Staffing supports & supervision
· Relationships with staff and peers
· Access to specialized supports and resources
· Special needs; medical needs; medication
· Appropriateness and access of school program 
· Family engagement in treatment and care; access to phone calls and visits with family members
· After school and weekend recreation including access and connection to community
· Individual and family goals
· The importance of continuity in the child’s care and the possible effect on the child of disruption of that continuity; transition and discharge planning
· Considers if a less restrictive alternative to the residential placement would be more appropriate
· [bookmark: _GoBack]RPAC can advise youth, parents and service providers of alternative services and programs										
When do reviews occur? 

1) When a child moves into a program licensed for 10 or more children and the stay is expected to or does go beyond 90 days reviews are mandatory. Reviews occur within the first 45 days and every 9 months thereafter until the child moves or turns 18                                                                                

2) Whenever a child in any type or size of placement (or anyone acting on their behalf) objects to their existing or proposed placement 

3) The RPAC may conduct  discretionary reviews upon the Ministry’s request or to follow up on recommendations	        
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